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“We affirm - ”’ 


((OMMENTING on the atomic 

bomb in a statement to Peace 
News on Tuesday, Patrick Figgis, 
General Secretary of the PPU, said: 
“More firmly than ever do we affirm 
our renunciation of war, believing 
that men will instinctively know our 
position to be a right one, I should 
be glad to hear from any readers of 
PN who are now led to join us in our 
stand against war and in our refusal 
never again to support or sanction 
another one.” 

At the time we went to press the 
question of what action the PPU 
could usefully take in connection 
with the new development was under 
consideration. 


THE DAY IS HERE 


“TINHIS is the day that the Lord hath 

made. We will rejoice and be 
glad in it.” Why ? Because the new 
Government, pledged to so many good 
things itself, has yet left to us the 
Ministry of Peace. 

We are mapping out a great pro- 
gramme — publicity, action, con- 
ferences, demonstrations, study circles 
—the work ahead is tremendous, and 
we stand by with our hands open to 
receive all that balance which you 
have been keeping for us against this 
day. We know it is ready and that 
you want us at Headquarters to go 
straight ahead, so please send it along 
now. Thank you! 


CORDER CATCHPOOL 
MAUD ROWNTREE 
Joint Treasurers 
Contributions to HQ Fund since July 27: 
£12 7s. Year's total to date: £255 4s, 2d. 
Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 


“* Headquarters Fund,” to the Treasurers at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


Almighty 


atom 


A CHALLENGE TO 
HUMANITY 


[XY realising one of their dreams, 
scientists have made more hor- 
rible the nightmare of humanity. 
The production of the atom-bomb is 
going to have unpredictable and 
revolutionary consquences. 


Among the short-term results will 
be its effect on the Japanese war. 
America’s claim to possess a prodi- 
gious power of creating total destruc- 
tion on an altogether new scale may 
have political consequences by the 
time these words appear, Already 
Japanese cities have been the scenes 
of fiery massacres not equalled even 
during the fury of the final phase in 
Europe. The fact that the new bomb 
has already been used in action 
discourages the hope that the Allied 
war-leaders, with an even more 
awful power in their grasp, might 
allow scruples to stay their hands. 


But it is on the long view that this 
new form of energy opens up incal- 
culable possibilities. The power of 
the atom-bomb allied to the robot- 
weapon is one that comes im- 
mediately to the layman's mind. Well 
might Mr. Churchill declare, after 
playing a part in encsuraging this 
latest development, that it “ should 
arouse the most solemn reflections in 
the mind and conscience of every 
human being.” 


It js not many years since Sir 
Oliver Lodge wrote: 


. perhaps the atom itself ia a form of 
energy—an idea which would have sounded 
ridiculous, or at least, so I suppose, to Lord 
Kelvin or Clerk Maxwell or Helmholtz or any 
of the giants of the 19th century.” 

Scientists have now deleted the 
“perhaps.” But Sir Oliver Lodge 
closed his chapter with these words: 
“. . . astronomers and physicists . . . are 
thus able to begin to disentangle or unravel] 
the great problems of the nature of matter, 
the nature of energy, and incidentally the 
general structure of the material universe. 
Only life and mind still remain outside their 
ken.” (Our emphasis.) 

Can mind take control of this new 
form of energy and turn it to the 
service of life? Unless it can, human 
life at a civilised level lies under the 
dark shadow of a threatened self- 
destruction. 


MAKING A BELSEN 
OF GERMANY 


HE human mind cannot conceive a more damning indictment 
of war, and the barbaric mentality which it fosters in the 


victors, than Berlin today. 
in contrast with the absolute and 


teeming population, set 


The sub-human misery of its 


oriental secrecy which surrounded the proceedings of its new 
despots, the insolent and outrageous luxury of their banquetings 


and entertainments—these _to- 
gether symbolize the nadir of a 
civilization. 


It is a horror before which 
the humane imagination is 
dumb. And it is only beginning. 
Contrary to the plain undertak- 
ing of the Yalta agreement that 
the Western frontier of Poland 
should be settled by the Peace 
Conference the Poles are being 
encouraged to drive out the 
wretched Germans by the mil- 
lion from their homes. 


The purely German city of Gérlitz 
is divided by the river Neisse. On 
one day the inhabitants of the eastern 
half were given two hours’ notice to 
leave their homes for ever; on ‘the 
next day the western half. They are, 
of course, dying of starvation on the 
roads. 

It is reckoned (The Times, Aug. 1) 
that in September there will be eight 
million such homeless and starving 
Germans wandering the roads to 
meet what will undoubtedly be the 
most fearful winter that central 
Europe has suffered since the Thirty 
Years’ War. 


Indifference to suffering 


BEHIND it all, is a callousness, an 
open indifference to the suffer- 
ings of humanity in the mass, which 
chills the blood. A new and terrible 
power of deliberate inhumanity has 
been loosed upon the world. The 
horrors of Belsen are now to be re- 
peated on a colossal scale, Germany 
itself is to become one huge concen- 
tration-camp on Belsen lines. 
I believe Stalin will be directly 
responsible for ithe extremity of this 


NOW WE MUST WORK FOR 


Peace between the Big Three 


(This article was written before the news of 
the atom-bomb was released.) 


HE American Office of War 
Information has just an- 
nounced that several] 

million dollars are to be spent 
during the next year or two on 
research into V-weapons. May- 
be I am simple-m_nded, but this 
seems to me a more than 
usually sinister portent. 


Most people in this country who 
saw, heard or felt anything of 
rockets and flying-bombs were agreed 
that they represented at once a par- 
ticularly murderous and a_ particu- 
larly wicked development in war 
technique, and looked forward to the 
‘end of the war in Europe as the end 
also of these diatolical manifestations 
of Nazi cunning. Apparently this is 
not to be. The prodigious productive 
resources of American industry are 
to be applied to German invention, 
and other nations wil presumably be 
able to buy or lease their quota of 
future V-weapons, 

Now I am certain that man ople 
other than pacifistetha “tips 
Majority of people perhaps—must 
view this prospect with alarm. There 
is, I am convinced, a tremendous 
field for a movement to Keep War 
Old-Fashioned. I wonder pacifists 
don’t take advantage of it. It only 
means a rather discreet, though none 
the less timely and candid, reintro- 
duction of the idea of disarmament. 

The trouble is, of course, that we 
pacifists have a bad record, in our 
oWn eyes as well as in other people’s, 
as international politicians. So I do 
not think we dare say anything too 
opinionated, In any case people do 


says MAURICE CRANSTON 


not want wisdom, which is rarely 
constructive. They want common- 
sense. 

A movement to Keep War Old- 
Fashioned seems to me eminently 


commonsensical. Even under the 
more specific title of Progressive 
Universal Disarmament there is 


nothing in the idea, apart from the 
emotional connotation of the title, to 
baffle the slightest intelligence. I 
am not even sure that it isn’t solid 
Realpolitik as well as commonsense. 


The Big Three 


Consider the facts. The world of 
tomorrow is to be governed by the 
Big Three. San Francisco, for better 
or worse, has put an end to the old 
anarchy of nations, and the ability 
to make war, together with the 
privilege of authentic national 
sovereignty, will be limited to the 
Three Allies. War between anyane 
else will be prevented by the over- 
whelming political and technical 
Macht of America, Russia and 
Britain. 

Where into this scheme of things 
do V-weapons enter? Only for a war 
between the Big Three, surely. And 
since it is the Americans who have 
started making the infernal machines, 
it is either we British or our Allies, 
the Russians, who are going to have 
them fired at us. No-one wants this 
to happen, do they? 

In the Triumvirate scheme of San 
Francisco there is only one logical 
form of armament, and that is one 
sufficient to suppress any renascence 
of fascism, or any obstrep2rous 
“protectorate” or misfit, such as 
Greece or France. If the armament 
of the Big Three were twice, perhaps 


three times as great as that of every- 
body else combined, it still need not 
be very great. It would not need 
conscription even, for it could easily 
be based on aeroplanes alone. 

Every weapon built in the Allied 
nations in excess of this quantity 
(once Japan is finished with, of 
course) will be a direct threat to the 
other two Allies, For they will be 
the only possible enemies in a large- 
seale war. 


Responsibility of power 


People generally are so bewitched 
with the idea of national strength 
that they do not see this obvious fact. 
San Francisco compels the small 
Powers to renounce certain rights to 
the Big Three in the interest of 
security; are not the nationg which 
constitute the Big Three themselves 
to act with a similar sense of respon- 
sibility towards the whole? 

It is up to us pacifists to see that 
they do. 

For all its imperfections, San 
Francisco has simplified things for 
the peace campaigner, We have no 
longer to plead for an abstract con- 
cept. The guns have been spiked so 
far as small wars are concerned. We 
have only to ensure that there are 
no big ones—that the Allies keep the 
peace between themselves, 

We might, moreover, make more 
headway with the public if we made 
it plain that all we were asking for 
is True Unity between the United 
Nations, An armed truce between 
them can hardly be popular once it 
is exposed as such. 

And who is to expose it except the 
PPU? The situation gives us a 
chance we have not had in years to 
make a constructive appeal for 
peace. I hope we shall not lose it. 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


coming horior. A word from him 
and the Poles could, have been pre- 
vented from sending millions of Ger- 
mans to misery and starvation; an- 
other word and the Czechs could 
have been prevented from driving out 
the Sudetens. 

The excuse he is said to have made 
to Churchill’s protest against the 
Polish expatriation of the Germans, 
that it was the responsibility of the 
Poles (Times, Aug. 1), will convince 
nobody, The fact is that “ Russia is, 
it seems, determined to have Poland’s 
frontier fixed as far west as possible 
and will risk the consequences ” 
(Manchester Guardian, Aug. 1). The 
chief of those consequences will be 
human suffering and European 
degradation, of a kind unimaginable 
to the Englishman. 

This cold indifference to the human 
person, the individual human being, 
who suffers always (as Duhamel 
said) in his body alone, is the horror 
of the totalitarian mentality. The 
devil of abstraction is now being let 
loose upon mankind, to devour its 
children. 


Basis of a civilization 


I have said my say, and I now 

await the correspondence which 
will accuse me of being anti-Soviet. 
I am not; but I am, in every fibre of 
my being, opposed ito totalitarianism. 
Whether it calls itself Fascist or 
Communist makes no odds to me. In 
either guise, it is anti-Christ. 

Anti-Christ is the spirit which 
denies and would obliterate the truth 
that is expressed in the fundamental 
Christian belief that man is made in 
the image and likeness of God, which 
we deprade and defile at the peril of 
our souls, You do not need to be a 
Christian to believe that. 

You may say the same thing in 
quite other terms. The Stoics said 
it in one way; the Christians in an- 
other. But this fundamental agree- 
ment of Stoicism and Christianity on 
the reverence due to the human per- 
son as such is the moral foundation 
of all that we mean by civilization. 

Destroy that foundation, condone 
its destruction by others—whether in 
the name of the Socialist or’ the 
National-Socialist State—and you put 
out the light by which humanity has 
groped its way for two thousand 
years. Mankind will have lost its 
guiding star; and its conscience. 
And then the end is inevitable. In 
Lear’s terrible words: 

It will come: 

Humanity will prey upon itself 

Like monsters of the deep. 
Totalitarianism “shuts the gates of 
mercy on mankind.” It is shutting 
them now. 


A barbarous policy 


J DO not forget the wholesale des- 
truction, the mass-expulsions, the 
barbarities wrought by the Nazis in 
Eastern Europe. But the Jews were 
the main human victims—and they 
are likely still to be the sufferers. 

I do not forget the material des- 
truction of the Russian economy, 
whether done directly by the Ger- 
mans or imposed by the scorched- 
earth policy. But if this is to be 
punished by the infliction of even 
greater barbarities, then there is no 
hope for humanity: save a sickening 
descent into the moral abyss. 

I do not ask that ‘the Germans 
should be forgiven: I will acquiesce 
in their being treated as criminals, 
for years to come. But criminals, by 
Western ideas, have their rights as 
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E have continued to 

receive a heavy corres- 

pondence on the issues 
raised in John Middleton 
Murry’s recent articles, “ Non- 
violence versus Tyranny ” and 
“ Faith in pacifism.” In view of 
the evident interest aroused and 
of the fundamental importance 
of the questions at issue, we 
take (for the second time) the 


The question of definition 


MAY I suggest that we should all 
+ be able to get our ideas clearer 
if we could agree on attaching one 
meaning to the very confusing word 
“ pacifism ’? It appears to have been 
used both in the originating article 
and in much of the correspondence 
with meanings so widely different, 
each carrying totally different asso- 
ciations to the minds of the various 
users or readers, that clear thought 
becomes difficult or impossible. 

“ Pacifism’ has been used to des- 
cribe the following quite clearly dis- 
tinct kinds of thing: 

1. A philosophy of life. 
2. A political method—non-resistance. 
3. Another political method—non-violent 

Tesistance. 

4. A refusal to take an active part in 
the destructive warfare of today. 

5. A belief in the wrongness and wicked- 
ness of war. 

I would suggest that these five 
things are quite different in kind and 
that we cannot discuss pacifism with 
any clarity unless we know which of 
them is the writer’s idea of the word 


What DO we mean by pacifism? 


unusual course of devoting the 
greater part of this page to a 
further selection from the 
letters received. Next week we 
hope to print an article in reply 
to John Middleton Murry by 


MICHAEL TIPPETT 


as he uses it: and furthermore, that 
it is equally important that the 
reader should attach the same mean- 
ing to the word as the writer does. 

It is my feeling that No 4 is the 
only safe meaning to attach to the 
word, because it is quite definite and 
definable, and I think all people call- 
ing themselves pacifists can and do 
accept it as their own, No. 5 would 
include many non-pacifists and _ is 
therefore not of sufficiently fine 
mesh. Nos. 2 and 8 are quite different 
from each other and, in addition, are 
very difficult to work out in practice, 
allowing such variety of action that 
some pacifists would not accept this, 
whilst others would reject that. 

No. 1 offers such infinite variety 
that it would be hard to define in any 
way acceptable to even a majority of 
pacifists: moreover I believe that to 
define pacifism as a philosophy of 
life is really putting the cart before 
the horse. Would it not be truer to 
say that a man’s pacifism arises out 
of his philosophy of life? The paci- 
fism of a Christian pacifist surely 
arises from a philosophy of life quite 
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Can Germany live? 


ENTENCE has been passed on 


Germany at Potsdam. It is ex- 
tremely severe; but, in honesty, it 
must be recognised that it is not 
severer than the sentence that would 
have been passed by Germany on 
Russia, had Germany been victorious. 
But the most hard-boiled political 
realist may have his doubts whether 
it was well to emulate the barbarism 
of the Nazis. The pacifist has none. 
This is, so far as Germany within the 
Russian zone and sphere of influence 
is concerned, a Carthaginian peace. 
But it may achieve its all too visible 
purpose : to make Germany impotent 
in power-politics for a generation to 
come. 


Let us look at the thing from the 
most hopeful angle we can find. The 
Germans are, by nature, an orderly 
and industrious people, rich in inven- 
tive genius, and with the technical 
capacity_to hold their own with any 
people of the earth on equal terms. 
Give them a chance, and they will 
recover. 


Are they to be given a chance? If 
we mean by recovery, a return to the 
organisation and status of “a Great 
Power,” the answer is “No.” The Rus- 
sians’ reparation claim, which must 
be colossal, is to be met primarily 
by the removal of capital equipment 
from their zone of occupation. 
Whether the amount thus to be re- 
moved is to be limited by the two 
governing principles proclaimed is not 
clear. These principles are (1) that 
Germany shall be treated as an 
economic unit and (2) that the pro- 
duction of the German economy, shall 
be limited to what is “essential to 
maintain in Germany living standards 
not exceeding the average standards 
of European countries.” What capital 
equipment is in excess of this require- 
ment is to be determined within six 
months, and either removed or des- 
troyed within two years after, 


On the face of it, if these principles 
really do govern the removal of capi- 
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tal equipment from Germany, Ger- 
many will have a chance. But it is by 
no means certain that they do. In the 
agreement on Reparations itself there 
is no qualification whatever of the 
amount to which the Allies may 
exact capital equipment from their 
respective zones. The qualification 
only appears in respect of the Russian 
right to reparations from the Western 
zone, which is limited to 25 per cent. 
of what is above what is necessary 
to the German peace economy. 


Still, we will suppose the best, and 
that what is necessary to the German 
peace economy includes what is 
necessary to produce the goods and 
services required by the forces of 
occupation and the displaced persons, 
as well as the maintenance of an 
average European standard of life 
for the Germans, It will be nothing 
short of a miracle if the amount of 
capital equipment necessary for this 
purpose (which includes the rebuild- 
ing of Germany) can be estimated 
within six months. If, as there is 
some reason to fear, the decision is 
arbitrary and punitive, nothing can 
prevent Germany from becoming the 
slum of Europe. But if the principles 
are seriously and _ conscientiously 
applied, Germany has a chance. 


It is not to be counted, in these 
days, a cruel imposition that Germany 
shal! be prevented from developing 
“a war-potential,” though it is by 
no means clear how this can be done 
if Germany is allowed a peace pro- 
duction sufficient to enable her 
maintain a European standard of 
life. Still, subject to controls at the 
highest level, it is the Germans them- 
selves who are to be responsible for 
the administration of this peace- 
economy. We must wait to learn 
whether Germans can be found to do 
it, if they are not to be allowed a 
voice in the determination of the 
amount of capital equipment that 
Germany can surrender and:still be 
a going concern. We must wait too 
to learn what has happened to the 
claims said to have been made by the 
Russians for a huge labour force from 
Germany. Singularly there is no 
reference to this, nor any mention of 
prisoners of war. 

Our verdict on the Potsdam deci- 
sions is that from them alone it is 
impossible to tell whether the Ger- 
mans are to be allowed te live, or not. 


other than, for instance, the pacifism 
of Gandhi? 


May I, then, define pacifism as a personal 
refusal to take part in the destructive activi- 
ties of war, and then apply this touchstone to 
Middleton Murry’s article? His chief con- 
tention is that his own pre-war belief in the 
efficacy of either non-resistance or non- 
violent resistance was in fact founded on a 
failure to realize the depth and efficiency of 
Nazi totalitarian methods. In other words, if 
pacifism is definable as items 2 and 3—i.e., the 
political methods of non-resistance or non- 
violent resistance—then pacifism was based 
on an error and was itself wrong. But it 
does not follow that pacifism was wrong if 
defined as a personal refusal to take part in 
the destructive activities of war. 

On the other hand it would prove that 
pacifism was wrong if it were interpreted as 
a politica} method of stopping war by at- 
tempting to persuade everybody to refuse to 
fight just for that reason alone. And I think 
that ia why many pacifists felt more sympathy 
with many of their fellows who hated Nazism 
and fought it than for some of their fellow- 
pacifists who refused to do anything at all to 
help even in the non-destructive and humani- 
tarian activities of the peoples. And I think 
that again is why many who did refuse to 
take part in the destructive activity of War 
felt acutely unhappy about their pacifist 
position but nevertheless felt that they must 
maintain it. 

And, finally, that is why one feels that the 
philosophy of life which makes for pacifism 
must al} the time force one to struggle for a 
different way of life and a different social] and 
economic system which will encourage rather 
than discourage the unselfish and generous 
side of human nature, and so tend to produce 
positive peace rather than lead inevitably to 
more and more total war. 


RONALD G. PERRY 
Potters Heath House, Welwyn. 


* 


IT feel sadly that the PPU may soon 

_find itself in the same unhappy 
position as the Christian Church, 
whose leaders have for so long talked 
and argued and spent their time and 
energy in long controversies ag to 
points of doctrine and theology and 
what-not, and have become so clever 
and analytically-minded that the 
essence of the idea which they exist 
to propagate has escaped them, and 
many have become as blind as the 
Pharisees of old. 

If “pacifism” is a bad word let’s 
change it for “ peace-mongering”’ or 
whatever seems more fitting, but for 
goodness’ sake don’t let us allow these 
inside arguments as to the reason for 
our existence sidetrack us from the 
real issue for which Dick Sheppard 
stood and for which some of us have 
the temerity to think we stand too, 
and that with no uncertain conviction. 


EMILY ROGERS 
Oswestry. 


Personal, not corporate 
J SUGGEST that some of your 


correspondents were somewhat 
excited when they wrote their replies 
to John Middleton Murry’s article on 
“ Non-violence versus Tyranny.” All 
that Mr. Murry has done is to destroy 
the negation of an abstract pacifism 
in order to redeem the contraries of 
the Peace Pledge: “all that can be 
annihilated must be annihilated con- 
tinually.” 

There is no corporate faith in 
pacifism by which to err. Each man 
and woman must generate it for him 
or herself as a personal principle. 
The pacifism of John Middleton 
Murry is not mine, still less is it that 
of the political pacifist, Max Plow- 
man’s faith called pacifism is not it, 
because it was for him part of some- 
thing else: a belief in the poten- 
tiality of the Divine-Humanity of 
Jesus for everyman. | 

Faith in mercy, pity, peace and 
love can be manifested .and ex- 
perienced; faith in pacifism—never. 
Thus, when Mr. Murry writes, as he 
does in “ Adam and Eve,” that peace 
depends upon the transfiguration of 
man-woman by the divine-natural 
reality of love, he is writing of a 
different order of existence from a 
faith in pacifism and some of us do 
seriously believe him, and no amount 
of reasoning will make us _ believe 
that such has come from an intellec- 


tual spleen. 
ERIC SANDFORD 


Thought and ection 


T MIDDLETON MURRY says, 

*““J have never felt any great 
gulf of sentiment between myself 
and the man who, as many did, made 
up his mind that it was his moral 
duty to fight against Nazism.’ 
Despite its ambiguity, the statement 
is conspicuous for its honesty and 
feeling, and no doubt an increasing 
number of pacifists are agreeing with 


(Other letters on page 4) 


what the writer evidently means by 
it. 

May it not be equally true, that 
there are many non-pacifist philoso- 
phers, for example Nicolas Berdyaev, 
who can make greater contributions 
to pacifists’ thinking (and it is to be 


hoped, consequent action towards 
peace-making) than J. Middleton 
Murry? 


Ss. J. HAYWARD 


__ Leighterton, Tetbury, Glos. 
P.S. Bravo, Mr. Higgins. 


Lesson of experience 


GQ URELY the pacifist who renounces 
2 war and refuses to support or 
sanction another is one who fully and 
absolutely admits the cogency of the 
categorical imperative as regards 
war, whether he believes or not that 
there is a practical or practicable 
alternative in dealing with tyranny, 
internal or external. It seems to me 
that, quite contrary to the opinion of 
JMM, events have definitely proved 
that international war is, beyond all 
argument, the very greatest of all 
evils. 

That a community or communities 
will go to the lengths that Great 
Britain and USA have gone both in 
Germany and now in Japan in order 
to impose their political ideas on 
other peoples has proved quite 
definitely, quite sufficiently clearly, 
that the “ democracy” of which they 
seem to be inordinately proud is a 
thoroughly evil thing, compared with 
which the alleged tyrannies of other 
régimes sink into insignificance. 

Incidents, awful enough in them- 
selves in comparison with what can 
be expected in normal peace-time 
stable conditions, with which we 
have been regaled ad nauseam in 
recent days are but puny peccadilloes 
when one considers the “total” 
blockade, the “strategic” obliteration- 
bombing and the mendacious cam- 
paigns of hate and fear emanating 
from our side. 

The way in which democracy 
engenders a seemingly almost total 
Jack of collective moral sense is in 
itself sufficient to damn it as a 
reasonable or even a tolerable system. 


S. ESSEX NEAL 
249 Cottingham Rd., Hull, 


Drawing the line 


I protest against the notion that pacifism 
is a philosophy, a politica] doctrine, a 
religion, or a ‘‘ faith ’’; or that in order to be 
a pacifist it is necessary to accept fully the 
doctrine of ‘‘ non-violence,” or to helieve that 
killing is in all circumstances indefensible. 
(I myself, for instance, feel entitled to call 
myself a pacifist since I am opposed to all 
war, even though I accept the doctrine of 
Non-violence only to a limited extent, and be- 
lieve that the killing of certain persons may 
in extreme circumstances be necessary for the 
common good, though otherwise regrettable. 
Indeed one of the reasons why I am so 
strongly opposed to war is that the wrong 
people get killed in it.) 

Pacifism (i.e, the raison d’etre of the 
PPU) is in my view a purely negative thing, 
and rightly so. The PPU is—and should be— 
an association of line-drawers: i.e., a body of 
people who can say to the world, ‘We 
pacifists comprise all sorta of people, of many 
different philosophical and political ideas, of 
all religions and of no religion; but we have 
this one most important thing in common: 
we all draw the line at war; we all renounce 
war and will never support or sanction 
another.” Relea 

Therefore I feel it should be made plain at 
once that pacifism does not necessarily mean 
non-violence (any more than it means com- 
munity-farming)—even though non-violence 
must obviously include pacifism. The philo- 
sophy of non-violence; “human life is sacred’; 
community, etc.—these are not pacifism, but 
pacifism plus. something else—“ with nobs 
on,” if you like. A pacifist is just one who 
believes it is wrong to take part in war- 

MAX THOMAS, 

3 Morland Close, Hampstead Way, N-W-11. 


e Ld 
Non-violence as a policy 
i Wee Mr. Murry, I am convinced of the 


inadequacy of passive non-violence 48 a 
political policy for the countries of the West, 
in the face of the tyranny of totalitarian 
alave-States. Something very much more 
positive and constructive is called for? @ JIne 
of action which does not involve the use of 
physical violence yet demonstrates, 1n @ "rm 
and decisive way, our determination to main- 
tain our principles and our creative integrity. 

The issue which Mr. Murry has. Taised 


applies not only in the sphere of poe ea 
so in our personal i ips. ye vost 
al relationship: ke the line 


acifists have been inclined to ta 
ot least resistance Ealing purchased peace 
and quiet by submitting meekly to the ee 
flagrant impositions on their feelings and & - 
nature. It won't do. Because, ; a 
appeasement, it only postpones the ine dan 
day of reckoning. Conflict and reconclia0l 
are the very stuff of vivid human experience 
and the attempt to escape conflict by So ial 
ing passivity can only end in @ spir “ 
nihilism equally as destructive, ultimately, 
the physical nihilism of the Nazis. 


JOHN CHAPMAN. 
Rectory Farm, Charney Bassett, Wantage, 
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P°P.U. column 
THE HALF-YEAR 


At the last meeting of the PPU 

National Council a statement was 
presented sh8wing the income and 
expenditure of the Union for the first 
six months of 1945. 


It was not a very encouraging 
document. 


According to the budget which was drawn 
up at the beginning of the year, and approved 
by the Annual General Meeting, our expendi- 
ture from Jan. 1 to June 30 should have heen 
£3,253 and our income from al} sources 
£2,740. This would have given an excess of 
expenditure over income at the latter date of 
£513, it being anticipated that the Autumn 
appeal would restore the position. 

Our actual) expenditure was less than 
budgeted, and only amounted to £3,076, prin- 
cipally due to the fact that no considerable 
public action campaign was undertaken. But 
income, which totalled £1,890, was so far 
short of our expectations that expenditure 
exceeded it by £1,186. 

This means that for the first half of this 
year we are £673 ‘‘ worse off” than we 
thought we should be, and a few calculations 
indicate that unless there is an increase in 
income our deficit for the year will be about 
£1,600. 

If this occurs there is one inevitable result: 
retrenchment. When the budget for next 
year’s work is drawn up expenses will have 
to be reduced, and our activities restricted. 
Or, to adapt an old cliche, a garment already 
so scanty that many of us feel ashamed of its 
inadequacy must be cut from etiJ] less cloth. 


* 


All forms of income were disappointing. 
To recover ourselves, the Autumn Appeal, 
which this year is being based on the work of 
our Public Action and Service Committees, 
must raise £1,700 as againet £1,184 last 
year; contributions paid direct to Head- 
quarters must, during the second half, be 
£225 more than they were in the first, and 
contributions paid by members to their hcal 
groups £675 more, so that Headquarters 
receives through the Nottingham Scheme an 
additional £225 from this source. 

This last is in many waya the most impor- 
tant. The PPU will not be financially stable 
until day-to-day expenditure is covered by 
normal subscriptions, and we only need 
epecial appeals for new ventures and expan- 
sion. Several new schemes have been approved 
by National Council and others are being 
planned, but they are being held up through 
jack of funds. As will be seen, the Autumn 
appeal money is needed for current expenses, 
and it is only when we receive a legacy or 


some particularly munificent gift that we can, 


change our dreams into substantial things. 

To increase Group subscriptions a leafiet 
has been-issued (and is now available from 
Headquarters) explaining and commending 
the Nottingham Scheme. We hope that it will 
be widely used by every Group Treasurer. It 
is upon him or her that so much of the 
responsibility rests. Only a real enthusiast 
will seek him out and ask him to take some 
money. If approached, practically every 
member will agree to contribute something, 
and will pay it regularly if reminded. 

The future is hopeful because we are confi- 
dent that local treasurera—followed later by 
the membership—will play their part and 


respond. 
T. RENDALL DAVIES 
(Accountant) 


It’s an old English custom 


HE recent success of the 
Vigilantes movement in causing 
the Government to issue new regula- 
tions to speed up the requisitioning 
of empty houses is of considerable 
interest to pacifists since it shows that 
essentially non-violent forms of 
agitation can on occasions influence 
government policy in a surprisingly 
short space of time. 

What the Vigilantes did, according 
to Press reports, was to insta] in- 
adequately housed families in empty 
flats and houses without the owners’ 
permission. The installation was 
carried out secretly at night to 
avoid conflict with the police, but the 
leaders do not appear to have at- 
tempted to conceal their identity or 
to evade their responsibility for what 
was obviously an illegal action. 

In an interview one of the leaders 
was reported as saying that if the 
unauthorised tenant was taken to 
the County Court and an eviction 
order secured, the movement would 
not attempt forcibly to resist the 
execution of the eviction order. What 
they would do would be to-instal an- 
other family later in the premises if 
they remained empty. 

The policy, in short, appears to be 
to avoid all violence, but to be quite 
open about breaking the law, and to 
rely on the likelihood of public sym- 
pathy to prevent the authorities from 
taking punitive action. 


EFFECTIVE TACTICS 


The tactics have been surprisingly 
effective. Only two or three weeks 
after their activities had first been 
widely reported in the Press, the 
Daily Telegraph announced (July 21) 
that the Cabinet had held “several ” 
meetings on the subject, and decided 
to simplify and strengthen the local 
authorities’ powers of requisition. 

No-one suggests that the Vigilantes 
are pacifists. ‘Nevertheless it is clear 
that they have evolved what pacifists 
would call a non-violent technique, 
appropriate to their particular 
grievance, for ventilating their 
demands and putting pressure on the 
government. 

Like the strike, refusal of rent or 


RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER ( 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peoce Filedge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to a 

P.P.U, HEADQUARTERS © 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 
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before publication. 


word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d.| lock. 
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Maximum length: 50 words. Addreas 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote ita 
words, classification, and date. 

We reserve the right to hold over ¢ 
advertisements and to limit the fre-|nished 
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Caters 


ened 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 


ft. F 
LATEST TIME for copy: Monday happy Ai tinea 


c (Station: 
Please don’t send stamps in| Ambergate 44.) 
RUSHMERE Guest House, Selsey. 
comfort. 
for conferences and group 
meetings during off season. 
first Victor Smith (Manager for Stephen 


Stoner & Co. Ltd.). 
EAST COAST HOLIDAYS. Fur- 
rooms with attendance for 


quency of continuing advertisements. |1 or 2 people sharing. W.D. Cousins, 
123 Mill Rd., Cromer, Norfolk. 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE: 
man (pacifist, graduate) requs. bed- 


Dorking district. 


Food Re-|_. WANTED, 


Guest Heuse for] ™ le 
or restful recupera-|Sickle” by Wm. 


tion; all modern comforts. A. and K.| very Ist. edition of 
TERMS: Cash with order. 2d. per{/S. Ludlow, The Briara Crich, Mat- 
Ambergate; Tel.|by Mary B. Eddy. 


J. K. MASON discusses the 
recent activities of the 
VIGILANTES 


taxes, the boycott, or the run on the 
banks (which our middle-class ances- 
tors threatened just over a century 


ago to get the Great Reform Bill) it | 


is one of the many methods, varying 


and requirement, whereby men have | 
tried collectively to obtain something | 


they think just without resort to 
violence, As the State becomes more 
and more all-powerful (and violence 
therefore futile) such methods will 
become increasingly common, and 
will increasingly repay the study of 
political theorists, 

Pacifists, it seems to me, tend all 
too often to talk of ‘ ‘non-violence ” 
as if it was something esoteric or 
high falutin’, of which the practice 
was confined to India or heroes. 
Whether it could do all that some of 
its pacifist advocates claim as an 
alternative to war is a debatable 
question; the example afforded by the 
Vigilantes is at least a reminder that 
the thing itself does exist even in 
Britain, is ordinary enough, and, as 
we have seen, not ineffective on 
occasions. 


ECCLES TRAILER CARAVAN 
gd. condtn. sleeps 3, fully equipped. 


20 Gordon Sq., W.C.1. 
“* The 
Miracle” by J. D. Beresford. 
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We are mad, not only individually, 
but nationally. We check man- 
slaughter and isolated murders, but 
what of war and the much-vaunted 
crime of slaughtering a whole people? 
. .. Deeds that would be punished 
by us by loss of life when committed 
in secret, are praised by us because 
uniformed generals have carried 
them out. Man, naturally the 
gentlest class of beings, is not 
ashamed to revel in the blood of 
others, to wage war, and to entrust 
the waging of war to his sons, when 
even dumb beasts and wild beasts 
keep the peace with one another. 
Against this overmastering and wide- 
spread madness philosophy has _be- 
come a greater effort, and has taken 
on strength in proportion to the 
strength which is gained by the 

opposition forces. 
—Seneca. “Ad Lucilium,” Epistle 


XCV, about AD 63. 


Last week’s quotation in this series was 
numbered 135 in error. 


LONELY! Join 


£300. Whately, Leeds, 2, 


Camberwell 


to meet and 


be well used. 


Box 85. 
Rd., Nottingham. 


Ideally situated. 


QUAKERISM. 
young 


ACCOMMODATION room or bed and breakfast, last wk. Erienda; freezcn ornate eae conditions of employment en pee 
COUPLE trying to start home/Aug. Box 84. Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London,{advertised. Applicants in doubt are 
desperately need un-or-part furnshd. = — = N.W.1. recommended to consult the Central 
agcmdtn.; North London. Box 67. EDUCATIONAL 40,000 SECOND-HAND books on|Hoard for COs, 6 Endsleigh St., 
TENANT Muswell Hill flat desires religion, psychology, _—philosophy,|W.C.I, which will often be able to 
rent small hse. or bungalow Watford| SPEAKING AND WRITING |eociology, fiction, biography. Also|give useful advice. 
area; could arrange exchange  if|lessons (correspndnce. or visit) 58.;/church vestments. Liste 24d. Books MISTRESS wanted from Sept. to 
requd. Alderstey, 18 Midhurst Av.,|classes 1s. 6d. Diffident, perrne, of all kinds bought. Send list.)i.gch general subjects to form of 
N.10. and hesitant people specially helped,|Kingdom Books, East Mersea, Col- Q-yr.-old boys. Apply: Headmaster, 


YOUNG P.P.U. University  stu- 
dent reaus. lodgings nr. Kensington 
from October—no weekends. South-|N.W-3. 
gate, 146 Wardown Cres., Luton. 


to new job in Barnsley, seeks unfur- 
nished accmdtn. (hse. preferred) for 
self, wife, 2 children. Any informa- 
tion welcomed. Pacifist contacts also 


animals 
Sec., 
Mon. 


Dan y Graig, mr. 


also stammerers. Dorothy Matthews, |chester, Essex. 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, 
PRImrose 5686. 

BECKETTS SCHOOL Monmouth- 


: » _\shire offers security and individual 
BARNSLEY x or ore treatment for children aged 7—18 on 


beautiful estate. 


hearsay evidence, 


for ‘‘ Vox Dei” 


and craft work, Apply 
Grosmont, 


| Middx. 
Death "’; 


desired. Box 80. ; 

TO BE LET furnehd. (Oct.) in 
attractive Bucka village three rms., 
one with ‘‘Inter-oven”™ fire, use 
kitchen, bathrm., etc. to married 


couple (pacifist or Quaker), no would 


children. Share work and produce of of W.RJ. 


gd. gdn. Roberts, Spinney Cott., 
Aspley Guise, Bletchley, Bucks. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


WAR RESISTERS’ 


welcome . gifts of 
atamps for subsequent sale on behalf Banned! 


received with gratitude. 


to the W. Resisters’ International, 
€.0., HOSPITAL WORKER needs|,4 Abney Rd., Enfield.° 


Internationa] |dall: “ Open 


foreign | Howard ”’ ; 


funds. Any 


LAND & COMMUNITY 
WANTED, small-holding 4 or more 


Write| acres, with accmdtn., as going con-|Full partics. to Box 86. 
cern, to rent or buy. 


freehold Jand. Box 380. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 


VERA BRITTAIN: 
Duke of Bedford: ‘*‘ Money 
and War”; Ronald Mallone: “ New 
Parliament’s Problems”; Ifold Ren-|bridge Wells. 
Letter to 
Poetry; 
“ Christian Party a ean 
such gifts/Letter,"" 5d. (six issues 2s. 6d.). 
Please send|Darby Rd., Oldbury, Birmingham. WARES: 


FRUIT HARVESTING. 
free Sep. 22 to 29. 


Wd. consider 


PEACE NEWS. Free. 


1945). Apply Beach, 
Cres., London, S.W.16. 


International 

Friendship Club, 3 Tanfield Terrace, 

correspond 

with people of similar tastes. 

x TO THOSE FRIENDS who sent 
The! me a copy of P.N. June 8, and did 

D. Walter. The|not enclose name and address, Jet me 


“Science andlany Thank 1 an 
Health with Key to the Scriptures” Thee ail vou d God bleas you. 


more needed. H. Hallam, 88 Burford 


Anyone requir- 
ing help? Board and accmdtn. read. 


Aug. 20, 
1943, to July 13, 1945 (except June 8, 
105 Norbury 


August 10, 1945, PEACE NEWS—3 


MANY CALLERS AT 
HULL PEACE CENTRE 


NLY one or two Dick Sheppard 
centres throughout the country 
have maintained a_ shop-front of 
pacifist literature throughout the 
war, and although the Peace Centre 


at Hull has lost some of its former ° 


glory, 


the premises in Bond Street ° 
! still attract a lot of attention. 
according to time, place, circumstance | 


There were many callers during 


the two or three hours which our 
reporter spent at the shop on a recent 
Friday afternoon: copies of Peace 
News were sold, and given to in- 
terested passers-by: people called in 
for advice, and there was a visit from 
a member of the Non-Combatant 
Corps who had been out of touch 
with the PPU for several years. 


It is of course not possible for every 
group to have a centre of this kind, 
but it does provide a useful form of 
public contact.in a large town. Hull 
group is to be congratulated on con- 
tinuing its good work, in spite of 
being blitzed and having had to face 
all the difficulties of continuing to 
operate in a badly bombed district. 


More than we thought 


The number of copies of Peace 
News sold at the recent PPU demon- 
stration in Trafalgar Square was con- 
siderably more than 400. 

A lower figure was reported last 
week because, up to the time of going 
to press, some sellers had not notified 
us of their sales. 


Aftermathtof victory 


Some V-Day reflections, entitled ‘ Victory 
and Aftermath,” by Corder Catchpool, are 
among the contents of Peace Commentary 
(June-July issue), published at 3d. by the 
Peace Commentary Group, 15 Ormsby Gdna., 
Greenford, Middx. The article has been 
reprinted as a 1d. pamphlet by the Northern 


. 


Friends’ Peace Board, Friends’ Meeting House, ‘ 


Clifford St., York. 


Pacifist approach to Germans 


Two Suffolk PPU members, J. H. Haynea 
and W. G. Watson, wrote to Mr. Churchill in 
May, suggesting that ‘“‘the German people 
and other ‘enemy’ peoples be approached, 
preferably by some body such as the PPU, to 
take their stand against war." They sug- 
gested that “‘such a step would do immeasur- 
able good and be a most important contribu- 
tion to arrest the present retrogessive move- 
ment of mankind.”” No acknowledgement was 


" received from Mr. Churchill. 


MAN AND WIFE wtd. to take 
charge small seaside Convalescent 
Home for 20 boyge 5—10 yrs. Wife 
with children’s nursing qualifications 
preferred. Apply The Sec., Liver- 
pool Child Welfare Association, 9 
Copperas Hill, Liverpool, 


C.0., AGE 28, part-time student, 


There is urgently needs progressive situation. 
Some writing experience. Desirous 
teaching eventually. Box 87. 


Woman 
EXPERIENCED FARM WORKER 


urgently requs. work; seaside essen- 
tial. Alternatively would purchase 
Jand, form partnership, or manage 
dairy farm. Box 88. 

PHARMACIST wishes to contact 
another pharmacist with view to 
filling position of trust, aa soon as 


Information and 


We cannot confirm 


Clayesmore Preparatory 


IT IS OFTEN taken for granted 
that the Bible contains contradictions, Blandford, Dorset. 
Do you condemn the Bible on this 
or will 
amine the facts for yourself? Write 
; free fm. Christadel- 
Gardening, care of phian, 67a, Coldharbour Lane, Hayes,j/Apply giving full ’ 
Sec., Becketts School, Dan y Graig, 


BECKETTS 
qualified or 


SCHOOL 
you ex-|teacher 


partica. 


“Drift to{nr. Grosmont, Mon. 


Peter|tial. 
Ruth ~~ Fry 


Box 75. 


light duties. 
roundings. Box 176. 
= WANTED working 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


degreed and 
experienced with problem children. 
Knowledge of craft work desirable. 
to The 


EDUCATED young lady requd. for 
younger pupils, private schoo] Tun- 
Experience not essen- 


RESIDENT COOK welcomed in 
small school Tunbridge Wells. Gd. 
Homely  sur- 


housekeeper 
for delicate lady living alone. All 


conditns. permit. Permanency for 
right man of gd. experience. Young 
man preferred. Write B. H. Butler, 
195 London Rd., Reading. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


PROFESSIONAL Secretarial Ser- 
vice. Duplicating, etc. Mabel Eyles, 
oe he Vale, Southgate, N.14. PAL. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday, 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
ductiona. Consultations all problems. 
Western 89385. 

REG. J. BAILEY, M.S.F,, N.C.P., 
Osteopath and Naturopath. Nature- 
cure treatment of disease. 


REGINALD BAILEY, N.C.P., 
Peychiatrist and Specialist in Eye 
Treatment (Bates Methed), 184 Hop- 
pers Rd., Winchmore Hill, N.21. Con- 
sultations by appointment. Postal 
advice given. Palmers Green 7868. 

WILL YOUR GROUP give an 


evening to “Prison Reform’? Ex- 
prisoner spkrs. available. Write 


School, 


requs. 


u AL * - fs il, 
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answered. Box 82. 
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trict. Box 83. 
YOUNG COUPLE, no 
requ. unfurnshd. flat, 


children. | packed 


Qs. per doz. plants. Purple Orchide, 
specimens 
cooking |display: 9s. 6d. per dozen. 
Guildford-Godalming dis-|accepted in advance for all types of|Secretary, L. 
winter and greenhouse plants. Phants 
under 
preferably S.|carriage paid. 
London though not essential. Box 89.|6 Pensons Gdns., St. 


spring 


for early 
Orders | Club. 


expert supervision, JOIN 


Haines, Nurserymen, 


in the L. and H.C, Correspondencejor ae 
Send sg.a.e. for particulars to|problem families. 
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Do you know a newsagent who will 
sell Peace News—and perhaps display 
it as well? If so, the Peace News 
office can arrange to supply him. 
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“OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


apuman beings. They are not driven, 

masse, to die, That is the policy 
of Genghiz Khan: of barbarian war- 
Jords who had never made contact 
with Christian civilization, 

That the State which is looked 
apon as the embodiment of a new and 
etter social morality by many mil- 
dions of human beings has deliberately 
adopted this pre-Christian and pre- 
thumanist policy, is a moral catas- 
trophe whose evil consequences are 
beyond computation. 


Crime of expulsions 


Q WING to the holiday, the above 

observations had to be written 
sefore the publication of the Potsdam 
agreement. That does not alter my 
judgment, i.e., about the respon- 
sibility of Stalin, for in respect to the 
mass-expulsion of Germans, the 
Potsdam decisions are no more than 
an attempt to regularise a gigantic 
‘fait accompli, 

That Poland, Czecho-Slovakia and 
Hungary are now “requested” ito 
suspend further expulsions pending a 
report “on the extent to which they 
have already taken place, .and an 
estimate of the time and ratte at 
which further transfers can be car- 
vied out, having regard to the present 
situation in Germany” is the mini- 
mum mitigation of the evil done for 
which the Western allies could have 
asked. 

The evil ought never to have been 
done. The Russians had the power 
to prevent it and they did not. And 
it must not be forgotten that the 
most orderly expulsion of these 
wretched Germans is a crime against 
humanity. 


Austria dissected 


| Ds RENNER has uttered a new 
protest against the inhuman 
handling of Austria. Not only is 


Vienna itself divided into four rigid ' 


zones cut off from one another; but 
all these are cut off from the rest of 
the country, which again is divided 
into four non-communicating zones. 
It seems like a diabolical joke. 
Men cannot have forgotten how im- 
possible it was between the wars for 
a united Austria to keep body and 
soul alive. Now what remains of the 
corpse after Nazi domination is 
vivisected, twice over. To make the 


joke even grimmer— 

“The Russian outlook ia inflexible on the 
status and rank of officers—especially those 
from other nations—-with whom they go into 
conference. ... The Russians wil] not hold 
conference if officers of the appropriate rank 
cannot attend.” (The Times, Aug. 1.) 


So Vienna lingers on, in articulo 
mortis, till.a General with the neces- 
6ary amount of stars can be found 
to confer with the Russian General. 
Hurrah for the classless society! 


A steriie victory 


THE Consultative Assembly has by 

an overwhelming majority re- 
jected de Gaulle’s proposals for the 
double referendum. That is, on the 
surface, a notable democratic gesture. 
But it would be over-sanguine to 
deduce a revival of French demo- 
cracy from it. Those who united to 


throw out the de Gaulle plan have 
shown no sign of uniting to produce 
a better one. 

The Communists alone are trium- 
phant; and, as in pre-Hitler Ger- 
many, there is reason to fear that the 
Communists are more anxious to dis- 
credit democracy than to make it 
work. When “the sovereignty of the 
people” can express itself only in 
negation, not in positive construction, 
the way is being prepared for 
totalitarianism and the next Leader. 
“The delegates,” says the Manches- 
ter Guardian (Aug. 1) despondently, 
“have done their best to make it 
clear that Bonapartism is the only 
solution.” 

Maybe: but it is a thoroughly bad 
solution, and it will bring no peace to 
France: most likely, endemic civil 
war. 


Policemen —and nurses 


YVALTER GRAEBNER, perhaps 

* the ablest of the many able 
foreign correspondents of Time (July 
16), after completing a tour of 
Europe, stoutly defends British 
policy in Greece, which he says is 
honestly directed towards averting 
mincrizy dictatorship, whether by 
Left o: Right. ‘“ The British are 
just as agitated by this swing to the 
Right as they were by the Left swing, 
and are labouring to check it.” The 


@ HOLIDAY ARTICLE 


S I read the opening instal- 
ment of Wilfred Wellock’s 
serial on the Delusions of 

Education I was in a state of 
awful suspense when I reached 
his catalogue of the manifesta- 
tions of evil in present society. 

Pubs becoming educational for in- 
stance, was bad enough, but then 
came the condemnation of dog racing, 
horse racing, pugilism . .. and on to 
football. In all of this I entirely 
agreed with what Wilfred Wellock had 
to say, for the evils of ‘“‘ dope” in so 
many forms cannot be ignored nor 
can the commercialising of our pas- 
times be regarded lightly. 

My suspense was ended by a merci- 
ful full stop and I was glad that his 
black list did not include cricket, for 
I am one of those who think we must 
retain cricket for the new world order. 

Are those who share this desire 
just Timothy Shy Olde English pre- 
servers of an ancient rite ?, Is cricket 
really part of the dope as- well? I 
should hate to admit it. 


* * 


T is true that 30,000 people 

spent the year’s most swel- 
tering Saturday watching further 
proof that Yorkshire is the backbone 
of England (and that backbone must 
come to the front as Churchill might 
have said). Those thirty thousand 
may have been doped but they were 
determined not to be put to sleep, for 
after the second ball one of them 
shouted, ‘“ Have a go!” 

They may have been escaping from 
the conveyor-belt or only from their 
wives or some unsolved psychological 
problem ; but at least they did not go 
to cricket for the profit of some 
limited company or for the purposes 
of betting. There is no tote (and 
hardly any tea) at Lord’s; no pools 
on cricket matches ; no excitement in 
the daily Press over transfer fees ; 
no forecast doubles or starting prices. 
Thank God for that. 

Some may think there is brutality 
about the game when Edrich lifts 
Miller over the ropes and Pepper 
drives Carr out of the ground, but 
these are ambiguous terms and may 
equally denote acts of kindness—like | 
that of the horse-racing man whose 
conversation so charmed the vicar’s 
wife when she overheard him telling 
a friend that he had put his shirt on 
a bleeding horse that had been 
scratched. 


* * 


T is true of course that 

cricket is also a link of 
Empire though one we may soon have | 
to stop talking about, for the Empire 
can beat us at it. 

The Australians have already 
beaten England in the Victory Test 
matches and dashed the hopes some 
of us had entertained, that the Aus- , 
tralian drift into the American axis 
would lead to them taking up baseball. 
We might then have had a chance to 
beat them at cricket. 

Anyhow the Statutes of Westmin- 
ster allow them liberty to win if they 
like but there are other parts of the 
Empire which must still be kept in 
check. The West Indies, for instance, 


Tests for 
” pacifists ? 


meteu without a Yorkshireman in the 
side. 


* * 


UT there, perhaps, I reveal some 

hereditary bias ? Before I had 

the loftier ambition to become chair- 

man of our local PPU group (eight 

members) I cherished for many years 

an ambition to play cricket for York- 
shire. 

After all, I once took 5 for 4 in 
the third eleven at school (elemen- 
tary) and later on, with an unem- 
ployed eleven in the park, I once 
made 57. But my ambition failed and 
I console myself in a manner parallel 
to that of a famous cleric when he was 
not made bishop—I would rather men 
would ask “ Why didn’t he play for 
Yorkshire ” than “ Why did he? ” 

To a Yorkshireman cricket in sum- 
mer and “ The Messiah ” in winter are 
life-blood, and (joking apart) it has 
been a great consolation to find that 
amongst so many thoughtlessly ac- 
cepted pleasures which one rules out 
when building a pacifist philosophy, 
there is a general agreement that 
cricket may remain and have its place 
in an ideal society. 


* * 


@ by FRANK DAWTRY 


have even heard that Wilfred Wellock 
has been known to listen-in for the 
closing’ scores. 

And I believe John Middleton Murry 
has a soft spot for the poetry and 
beauty which are to be found on a 
cricket field—-from the white water- 


field, to the evening shadows as the 
golden sun dips behind the elms and 
a fiashing off-drive or a swallow- 
catch tips the scene with ephemeral 
glory ; 

“Making for summer beauty im 

the mind 

And life’s good game when this 

game’s left behind.” 
(Thomas Moult: “ Prelude to 
Cricket ’’). 

We think so hard and so seriously, 
and rightly so, about the political and 
economic structure of the new order ; 
can we not turn aside for a few 
moments to dwell on what we may 
do to enjoy our leisure in that day ? 
Surely we shall tramp and climb and 
travel and as surely let us hope we 
shall dance on the grass, and sing 
silly rollicking songs in between 
“ Jerusalem ” and the “ Inter- 
nationale ’’—and play ard watch the 
ever-changing changeless cricket, 
which has art and beauty and is more 
than a game. 

Sentiment? Bourgeois rubbish? 
Alrieht—if you think so I cannot 
obiect. But while we cannot and must 
not forget the dangers which threaten, 
{I propose to take an hour off in an 
island of peace, to watch the cricket 
on the common. 


cs POLITICALS ” and “ spirit- 
her uals” (a rough but false 
division) are alike in this. 

I. remember Fenner Brockway 
delaying an ILP meeting in Leeds 
while he bought a lunch edition to see 
who had been chosen for England. I 


also tried a few weeks ago to beat us 
and were well and truly put in their 
place. 


LETTERS 


Law and the individual 


I am much obliged to your critic Ithel 
Davies for his generous review of my publi- 
cation ‘Common Sense—Today.” At the 
same time, I should like to reply briefly to 
his statement that my differentiation between 


right | and wrong is misconceived. This 
criticism Talsegs* an important point of 
principle. 


Hthically recognised rights, i.e. rights based 
on ethical principles, cannot in practice 
anticipate all possible forms of wrong-doing, 
since the number would be legion. Even if 
it were possible to formulate such 
“ethically established rights,” they would be 
subject to different interpretations depending 
upon _such factors as race, religion, geo- 
graphical position, degree of civilisation, ete. 
Applied ethics varies from people to people. 
But that which is invariable, is the funda- 
mental ethical principle that man, as a 
divinely created being, has the unique and 
indivisible ‘ right to live,’ i.e. to develop his 
personality to the full. It would be meaning- 
less to incorporate such a right into provisos, 
Jaws, constitutions (as the history of the last 
150 years has made abundantly clear). 


All mankind, without discrimination, can 
only be protected from wrong if State- 
independent judges, as guardiang of this 


| human conscience, are permitted to take into 
account the different and ever-varying ethical | 


concepts, and by their verdict to protect 
every individual from the violations of his 
prerogatives as a human being. 

wish to emphasise that today, more than 
ever, the establishment of newly created 
“rights ’’ at the expense of the hapless 
individual, is a grave threat to the future 
peace of the world. K. LACHMANN, 

6 Turner Close, London, N.W.1. 


After all, we cannot have a lot of |A matter of age-groups 


blacks showing us uo and the defeat 
they suffered helned to stabilise the 
Empire. It was an even more notice- 


conclusion to his message is striking. 
Certainly (he says) Europe is having 
a revolution: 

“Can Britain and America take a chance? 
Or shall the two countries hold the line now 
-—~on the Elbe and Danube--and do their 
damnedest to keep what is left as free as 
America and England? We don’t have to 
fight the Russians to save something of 
Europe. But if we are interested in keeping 
some of Europe democratic, we ought to 
declare that to be our policy and make it 
plain to the Europeans themselves, and to 
the Russians. 

“We will not be able to keep Europe 
democratic or free if we and the British pull 
out. Europe this summer, and for a long 
while to come, will be too war-torn, too weak, 
too submissive, too morally bankrupt and too 
chaotic to stand on its own feet. Democracy 
must be encouraged and preserved—if neces- 
sary against a background of power. Or are 
we ready to despair and give Europe over to 
the Titos?’”’ . 

Primarily, Graebner’s message 1s 
an appeal to USA not to withdraw 
its. troops from Europe.—a_ with- 
drawal which, he says, is dreaded 
both by Americans and Englishmen 
who are aware of the real condition 
of Europe: for Britain cannot police 
Europe herself because of her 
shocking economic position. 


At a recent conference on Conscription 
organised by the COs in this City to which I 
was invited, I was surprised to find how 
largely middle-aged it was. If the young men 
and women who have been granted the great 
privilege of exemption from military service 
during the war are not making this vital 
matter their Priority No. 1, then they must 
not be surprised if unkind things are said 
and thought about them. Surely they have a 
duty to the boys growing up in this serious 


matter? 
E. A. COLLINS, 
80 Beaconsfield Rd., Birmingham. 


To new land-workers 


I'd like to point out that al! new entrants 
to agriculture are entitled to 30 initial cloth- 
ing coupons in addition to the 10 supple- 
mentaries. 

They must apply to their War Agricultural 
Committee for the appropriate form and see 
that it is sent to the Boatd of Trade after 
having been countersigned by the War Agri- 
cultural Committee’s responsible: official. 

The Board of Trade will not accept ignor- 
ance as being a reason for late application, 
and because no mention is made either by 
Labour Exchange or War Agricultural Com- 
mittee, it is likely that re-directed Civil 
Defence workers will miss such an issue. 

May I then, through the columns of your 
paper, urge all COs to inform those who are 
eligible for such a concession to apply im- 
mediately to their County War Agricultural 
Committee for the aforementioned form. 

C. EGENDORFF, 
(Branch Secretary, National 
Agricultural Workers) 
Tutshill Lodge, Tiddenham, Glos. 
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“_ if it often seems that these paat 
years have dried up the springs of human 
kindness, readers of these letters will find 
their drooping souls refreshed by, a 
draught from the true sources of life. 

—CORDER CATCHPOOL 


(in ‘‘ Peace News "’) 


THE ENCHANTED 
FOUNTAIN 


by Baroness Josephine von Reitzenstein 


Introduction by Vera Brittain 
Illustrated 


Price 3s. 6d. (post free 3s. 9d.) 


NEW VISION PUBLISHING CO., 
12b, MANOR-ROAD, N.16. 


Healing Power 
of Garlic 


A Herbal Remedy with 
5000 years of history 


“(ft garlic is mot a universal temedy and a 
renewet af health and youth, it appears ai least 
to come nearer lo thal dream than any known 
thing given by nature for tha usa of man. 
Famous in history for 5000 years at a remedy 
tor many common ills, this powerful natural 
healing agent is now deodorised and 
“civilised’’ for the use of all in 
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LIQUID, TABLETS, OINTMENT, 
which impart no taint whatever to the 
breath or person. 

tism, Catarrh, Duodenal Ulcers, Colitis, 
pe whi re Veins, Eczema, Chilblains, etc. 
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